DOUGLAS M. GEORGE-KANENTIIO, an
Akwasasne Mohawk, is a writer and journalis
and author of Iroquois Culture and Comment;
and Skywoman: Tales of the Iroquois. He has
served the Mohawk Nation in numerous
capacities, including as a land claims negoti
a co-founder of Radio CKON, and the editor
the news journal Akwasasne Notes.
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THE DOCTRINE OF DISCOVERY was issued
in 1493, allowing European monarchies a me
of legitimately colonizing lands outside of
Europe. It provided a framework for Christian
explorers to lay claim to territories uninhabite
by Christians. Within the framework of the
Doctrine, Indigenous Peoples in the Americag
were considered non-human.
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